o

A-LEVEL
ENGLISH

LITERATURE




A-LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
EXAM BOARD: AQR SYLLABUS B

Aims of the Course:

This course will help you to understand how narrative works in a variety of novels, plays and
poems. it will enable you to make connections between texts and also introduce you to ideas
about the genre of tragedy through the study of drama texts. In the second year you will learn
more about genre by focusing on Crime Writing, as well as extending your own independent
reading and learning about different critical theories. This will enable you to offer different
readings of a variety of texts.

Programme of Study:
Paper 1 - Literary Genres—Exam 40%
You will read three texts: one Shakespeare text (Othello), a second drama text and one further
pre-1900 text. You will explore texts through the lens of tragedy and much of your study will be
understanding conventions of genre, with a focus on applying your knowledge to the set texts.

« Exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

« Closed book

e 75 marks

Paper 2 — Texts and Genres - Exam 40%
This unit will require you to study three texts from the Crime Writing genre: a selection of poems
by pre-1900 writers, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie and Atonement by lan
McEwan.

« Exam: 3 hours

« Open book

« 75 marks

Unit 3 — Theory and Independence - Coursework 20%

This is an opportunity to choose your own texts and devise your own coursework tasks. We will
study four critical theories (Feminism, Marxism, Eco Theory and Narrative Theory) and then
apply these to a poetry text and a prose text of your choice.

Approaches to Learning:

You will develop your independent learning skills through reading and research. You will be
involved in presentations and essay writing. During lessons you will be expected to take part in
class and group discussions, to offer analysis of texts and evaluate a range of critical theories.
We also organise relevant theatre visits whenever possible.




This course is for you if you enjoy reading a wide range of texts independently, if you are good
at thinking creatively and analytically about literature, if you are able to develop and articulate
your opinions about texts and if you can produce extended writing which explores your ideas.

This course will prepare you for a wide range of degree courses, especially English, but also
Humanities subjects and Law. Future careers include the media, teaching, Law, public relations,
marketing, management and the Civil Service.

Minimum Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9-5 GCSE passes including English and Maths. A 9-5 in English Language and
English Literature.




STEP-UP INDEPENDENT STUDY TASKS

These tasks help you to practise working through the content and implied meanings in a text by
exploring an extract of a short story by George Orwell, “Nineteen Eighty-four”. There is also a
choice of creative writing tasks inspired by this extract.

These tasks will provide an insight into political writing, which is a key aspect of the AQA A Level
English Literature specification, and introduce you to some challenging Dystopian fiction, as well
as developing your critical reading skills.

Task 1 Resource - “1984" by George Orwell



https://derbymoorspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/English-literature-Reading-Material-for-tasks.pdf

TO DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Complete some of the activities in the “10 Things To Do To Prepare for A Level English
Literature” document.

« Get a head start with Shakespeare by exploring the Royal Shakespeare's “Othello on the
Shakespeare Learning Zone": https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello

« Prepare for Thomas Hardy by listening to one of his novels;
o “Tess of the D'Urbevilles” is your set text audiobook here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cRPCqnggsk)
o or perhaps another of his novels to get a greater appreciation of his style (“Far From the
Madding Crowd" is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zfPWoM3MPM
o or “Jude the Obscure”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQXICYxJy4U)

» Read the e-magazine Resource Pack “Making the Leap: Moving from GCSE to A Level
Literature Study”.
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